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EPA Proposes Amendments to RICE Rule

The Environmental Protection
Agency proposed amendments to
its National Emission Standards
for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NE-
SHAP) for stationary reciprocat-
ing internal combustion engines
(RICE) under Section 112 of the
Clean Air Act. The May 22 pro-
posal would allow stationary emer-
gency RICE engines to be oper-
ated for up to 100 hours per year
without meeting emission limits for
two purposes: as part of an emer-
gency demand response program
or to respond to voltage changes.
The 100 hours also could be used
for maintenance and testing of the
engines.

The proposed amendments
"restate that in a true emergency
there is no time limit on use of the
engines," EPA said.

"The 100 hours per year al-
lowance would ensure that a
sufpcient number of hours are
permitted for engines to meet
independent system operator

(ISO) and regional transmission
organization (RTO) tariffs and
other requirements for participat-
ing in various emergency demand
response programs and would
assist in stabilizing the grid, pre-
venting electrical blackouts and
supporting local electric system
reliability," EPA said.

EPA also proposed a temporary
limited allowance that will expire
on April 16, 2017, for stationary
emergency RICE units located
at area sources of emissions of
hazardous air pollutants. The tem-
porary allowance could be used
for up to 50 hours per year for any
non-emergency purpose, includ-
ing peak-shaving. The 50 hours
would be part of the 100 hours per
year total allowance for all types
of emergency engine operation
(excluding emergencies where
no other power is available). The
temporary allowance for peak-
shaving would give sources time
to address and develop solutions

MESO Cities Receive Main Street Recognition

MESO member cities have long
been recognized for having top
Main Street programs which is
another indication that the added
income of public power makes a
difference in many positive ways.
Ponca City was recognized for
outstanding public improvement
project with its Historic Mural Proj-
ect and for indoor design for the
upgrades to the Poncan Theatre

Ticket Ofpce. Altus had the best
window display with its Abby Lane
creation. Watonga had the man-
ager of the year and Newkirk was
the Main Street Community of the
year. Of the top ten Main Street
programs, bve were MESO mem-
bers with Laverne and Prague
joining the above mentioned cit-
ies. Congratulations to them all
for the jobs well done.

to reliability issues while facilities
are coming into compliance with
the utility MACT rule, EPA said.
April 16, 2017, is the date on
which compliance with EPA's util-
ity MACT rule is required. The util-
ity MACT rule requires utilities to
use maximum achievable control
technology to reduce emissions of
mercury and other hazardous air
pollutants.

The proposal listed the two
circumstances under which EPA
would allow stationary emergency
engines to operate for emergency
demand response purposes. The
Prst is when an RTO or "equiva-
lent balancing authority and trans-
mission operator has declared an
Energy Emergency Alert Level
2 (EEA Level 2), as debned in
the North American Electric Reli-
ability Corp. Reliability Standard
EOP-002-3, Capacity and Energy
Emergency." The second circum-
stance is when "there is deviation
of voltage or frequency of 5% or

(see EPA, page 5)
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EPA Expects to Issue Final Decision
on Revising Particulate Matter Standards by August 2013

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency has asked a federal
court to give it until Aug. 15, 2013,
to issue a Pnal rule on revision
of National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS) for particu-
late matter. In a May 4 Hing in
American Lung Association et al.
v. EPA, the agency asked the U.S.
District Court for the District of Co-
lumbia to reject a request by the
American Lung Association and
the National Parks Conservation
Association for an Oct. 15 dead-
line for EPA to issue a Pnal rule on
particulate matter standards.

EPA conceded that it missed an
Oct. 17, 2011, deadline for review-
ing the particulate matter stan-
dards, which were last revised in

2006. The Clean Air Act requires
EPA to review the standards every
bve years and, if appropriate,
revise them. However, issuing a
Pnal rule by Oct. 15 would be im-
possible, the agency said. An Aug.
15, 2013, deadline "refects the
most expeditious schedule that
EPA reasonably can meet under
the circumstances," the agency
said.

In asking for more time, EPA
cited an "abundance of new
scientibc evidence concerning
the potential health and welfare
effects of PM pollution, the com-
plexity of the issues raised in the
assessment of the new science,
and the need to fully consider and
address the comments the agency

MESO MEMBER UTILITIES
Altus* GRDA* Pond Creek*
Anadarko* Hominy* Poplar Bluff, Mo
Benton, Ark* Hope, Ark* Prague*
Bentonville, Ark* Kaw City Prescott, Ark*
Blackwell* Kingbsher* Purcell*
Braman Laverne Pryor*
Broken Bow* Lexington* Ryan
Burlington Lindsay* Sallisaw*
Byng Mangum* Siloam Springs, Ark*
Clarksville, Ark* Manitou Skiatook*
Claremore* Mannford* South Coffeyville
Coffeyville, Kansas Marlow* Spiro*
Collinsville* Miami* Stillwater*
Comanche* Monett, Mo* Stilwell*
Copan Mooreland* Stroud*
Cordell* Newkirk* Tahlequah*
Cushing* Okeene* Tecumseh*
Duncan* Olustee Tonkawa*
Edmond* OMPA* Wagoner*
Eldorado Orlando Walters*
Elk City Paragould, Ark* Watonga*
Fairview* Paris, Ark Waurika*
Fort Supply Pawhuska* Waynoka*
Frederick* Pawnee* Wetumka
Geary* Perry* Wynnewood
Goltry* Ponca City* Yale*
Granite*

*Job Training & Safety Participants

has received." A rigorous review

is needed, the agency said.
"Because of their extraordinary
environmental, social, and eco-
nomic importance, bnal decisions
on NAAQS typically are vigorously
contested by industry, states, and
environmental, public health, and
other public interest groups."
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GRDA Adds Building

The Grand River Dam Authority is buying a build-
ing near the intersection of US Highway 169 and In-
terstate 44 in East Tulsa near the Corps of Engineers
headquarters. The building will house employees
primarily working on federal compliance issues as
required by the North American Reliability Corpora-
tion or NERC. Since NERC'’s audit of GRDA in 2009,
the agency has added 23 staff positions to deal with
compliance and will add 7 more in the near the fu-
ture. Most of the positions are in engineering areas.
The new employees will also work in the backup
energy control center. The backup center is also a
NERC requirement.

The new building was low cost on a square foot
basis with the 42,000 square feet costing $50 per
square foot. GRDA was in the process of building
a new engineering headquarters in the MidAmerica
Industrial Park near Pryor. The existing building had
been slated for removal before the NERC audit and
is inadequate for today’s utility operations. The new

building acquisition should mean that a smaller build-
ing for that engineering staff could be suffcient.
Governor Fallin told newspapers she was not
happy in not being consulted on the building addition,
and many GRDA area representatives were plainly
angry that they were not consulted about the acquisi-
tion. Those representatives arranged for a previously
dead hill dealing with groundwater to be resurrected,
the original language removed, and new language
inserted to allow bve of the seven GRDA board mem-
bers to be removed by their appointing authorities at
will. Currently, the house and senate leaders have
a selection for the board and the governor has three
members of the board that she selects. But after ap-
pointment, those board members serve until the end
of their terms. That's because political leaders come
and go (four speakers of the house in six years) and
changing board members frequently is a problem for
continuity. MESO staff objected to the language for
that very reason.
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It starts with Smart meters!

Outage management
& restoration Grid modernization
Demand response

Renewables &

distributed generation
Multi-utility: gas,

water & electric

Partnering with
the worldes best

Seamless back-of‘ce integration

Scalable & secure



